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fact, even those in the Trump adminis-
tration, in the intelligence community, 
have enthusiastically and loudly de-
clared that Russia interfered with the 
2016 election, and they may and are 
preparing to do so in the 2018 election 
and 2020. 

So the President’s private behavior 
and efforts to cover it up have now gen-
erated three separate lawsuits. I don’t 
particularly call upon that as a crucial 
element, except for those of us who 
know security and intelligence issues. 
Anything that can weaken you makes 
you vulnerable to individuals who need 
your information or need you to work 
for them. That is a well-known fact. If 
it is not well known, go to any spy 
movie and know that the vulnerability 
is what your operatives attack. 

Now we have no fewer than three sep-
arate lawsuits dealing with his inap-
propriate behavior. In each case, his 
exposure grows. A particularly un-
seemly aspect of this silencing cam-
paign is the enforcement of onerous 
nondisclosure agreements. So we will 
see a long journey of these particular 
items, these particular individuals 
coming before the cameras. 

But I do want to say that there are 
women across the Nation who may not 
have this high-profile perpetrator, and 
I want to say to them and to the ath-
letes who told their story in a Michi-
gan courtroom that the Me Too move-
ment is not temporary and fleeting, 
and the Me Too movement will con-
tinue to embrace you and secure you 
and safeguard you, and we hope that 
you will continue to do and tell the 
truth so that you can be healed and 
that you can be heard. 

Over the last couple of days, the con-
stant berating—constant berating of 
this special counsel has been frivolous, 
and let me tell you why. Although the 
special counsel has since indicted—or 
let me rephrase that. The special coun-
sel is not doing frivolous work. The 
special counsel has since indicted three 
companies and 19 individuals, including 
the President’s former National Secu-
rity Advisor, his former campaign 
chairman, his deputy campaign chair-
man, and secured guilty pleas from five 
individuals, including three senior 
members of the Trump campaign. 
Trump continues to decry the special 
counsel’s investigation as a hoax. 

Republican colleagues would not 
even allow simple language in the om-
nibus bill to protect the special counsel 
to allow him to do his work; although, 
TREY GOWDY has indicated that his 
work should go on. And then, to at-
tempt to suggest that the special coun-
sel is going after him personally as a 
Republican, a Democrat, or that it is a 
witch hunt, I argue vigorously against 
it. 

We need to find out the truth about 
Russia. We need to find out the truth 
about those who are surrounding this 
administration. We need to have an ad-
ministration, whether it is his or any-
one else, to be pure in their commit-
ment to the American people. And the 

truth should come out, and no one, re-
gardless of their party affiliation, 
should try to undermine Special Coun-
sel Mueller. 

So I would make the argument: We 
leave on a recess; we are on our phones; 
we are on our emails ready to launch 
back to Washington to respond to any 
constitutional crisis; but over and 
above that issue, though that is jux-
taposed right alongside, is the plea to 
this administration that we cannot and 
you cannot adhere to two leaders or 
two bosses. Either you adhere to the 
boss of the American people, whose 
safety and security are in your hands, 
or you play footsies with a dictator 
who is not unwilling to kill his own 
citizens with nerve gas on foreign soil. 

Which will you choose, to be associ-
ated with this person who has wounded 
his own nation with human rights vio-
lations, women’s rights violations, 
with an economy, with people locked 
up in jail, with family members who 
can never be found, with poisoning his 
own citizens, or are you going to stand 
with the American people and the men 
and women in the United States mili-
tary who are on the front lines every 
day fighting against those despots and 
standing for the American people? 

That is what we need to hear. And 
until we hear something different—and 
a mea culpa about the 2016 election, no 
one should put their hands on Director 
Mueller. All I can say is that his work 
should continue. I should not be in-
volved with it; committees should not 
be involved with it; other leaders 
should not be involved with it. 

Mr. Mueller should proceed with his 
work. It is painful. All of us would say 
so. But, frankly, it is the red, white, 
and blue. It is on behalf of the Amer-
ican people, Mr. Speaker. 

And with that and my plea for power 
towards Mr. Putin on behalf of the 
American people and for dignity for 
this President on behalf of the Amer-
ican people, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

f 

KENNEDY-KING NATIONAL 
COMMEMORATIVE SITE 

Mr. CURTIS (during the Special 
Order of Ms. JACKSON LEE). Madam 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
take from the Speaker’s table the bill 
(H.R. 4851) to establish the Kennedy- 
King National Historic Site in the 
State of Indiana, and for other pur-
poses, with the Senate amendment 
thereto, and concur in the Senate 
amendment. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Clerk will report the Senate amend-
ment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Senate amendment: 
In section 3, strike subsection (d). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ISSUES OF THE DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ESTES of Kansas). Under the Speaker’s 
announced policy of January 3, 2017, 
the Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) for 30 min-
utes. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it is al-
ways an honor to address this Hallowed 
Hall, sometimes more hallowed than 
others, but today was a bit of a sad day 
for some of us. The Federalist reported 
the headline: Congress Rushes Towards 
Spending Vote to Prevent a Shutdown. 

‘‘Congressional leaders released a $1.3 
trillion government spending plan for 
the rest of the fiscal year and asked 
lawmakers to begin voting on it with 
only hours to read and analyze the 
2,232-page text. 

‘‘The measure is wide ranging, with 
funds for fencing on the U.S.-Mexico 
border, combating opioid addiction and 
building new roads, along with incen-
tives to bolster reporting to a database 
for gun-buyer background checks.’’ 

I have got to assert, Mr. Speaker, 
that this fix NICS bill, as it’s been 
called, leaves in place a practice that 
has been going on. It grieved me great-
ly that Republicans would rush to em-
brace this thing, which allows the prac-
tice that the Obama administration 
started that administrative procedures 
by unelected, unaccountable-to-voters 
bureaucrats could decide people were 
not, in their opinion, entitled to have 
their Second Amendment right to keep 
and bear arms. 

We have heard accounts of people 
who didn’t realize that they were being 
questioned in a way that would be used 
to take their guns away and their right 
to keep and bear arms to protect them-
selves, to engage in self-defense, and 
the VA is the most notorious. Simply 
asking a question like, ‘‘Who takes 
care of your checkbook finances?’’ and 
answer anything like, ‘‘Oh, my wife 
takes care of that,’’ then a matter of 
weeks later, a letter is received saying 
you don’t have a right to have a gun. 

It is amazing that the Obama admin-
istration would start such an unconsti-
tutional practice, and it is, to me, even 
more grievous that Republicans would 
participate in a bill that says it is 
going to correct a problem and make 
America safer when, actually, what it 
does will not make a difference in the 
mass shootings that have occurred. 

But in the tradition of Congress, if 
there is a problem, too often people in 
this body feel it is not important that 
we do something that will make a dif-
ference; it is just important that we 
look like we are doing something. That 
is really where the fix NICS bill came 
into play. 

It really wouldn’t make people safer. 
It will add some restrictiveness, and it 
allows this heinous practice of having 
some bureaucrat at the VA just decide 
that a veteran who served his or her 
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